[image: image1.jpg]O |

SHARE THE VISION



 Share The Vision Bulletin

[image: image1.jpg] 
In order that the links in this bulletin are accessible, they are listed in full at the end of each summary. 
News: 

Libraries: 

· 10% of Jobcentres have been closed since 2015: Concern that the nationwide closures will limit claimants’ access to community computers since 352 have been cut from Jobcentres and 3,761 from libraries. Full story: https://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/jobcentre-cuts-universal-credit_uk_5ca73d5be4b047edf958e650
· 14 of the world’s most charming libraries: https://www.atlasobscura.com/articles/14-of-the-worlds-most-beautiful-libraries
· Why libraries make excellent co-working spaces for entrepreneurs: “US study about suitable places for entrepreneurs to work from”. The principles here apply to UK libraries too. https://thriveglobal.com/stories/why-libraries-make-excellent-coworking-spaces-for-entrepreneurs/
· Working as a librarian gave me PTSD symptoms: US article about the effect of social problems affecting library staff  https://www.latimes.com/opinion/op-ed/la-oe-oliver-librarian-the-public-movie-20190419-story.html
· Canada: The evolving role of public libraries and what could be lost through cuts: article by John Pateman which argues that cutting library funding can damage the social infrastructure of a community. More details https://www.cbc.ca/radio/thecurrent/the-current-for-april-29-2019-1.5112809/meals-medical-aid-and-more-the-evolving-role-of-public-libraries-and-what-they-stand-to-lose-1.5114987
· Canada: Five reasons why it is important to fund public libraries: a range of the important functions libraries play and the impact of losing them are discussed https://www.therecord.com/opinion-story/9308083-five-reasons-why-it-s-important-to-fund-public-libraries-kitchener-public-library-ceo/
Sight, vision and disability issues:

· The experience of online dating for the blind: overview of the problems facing blind people who use dating apps. https://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/online-dating-while-blind_l_5cab919fe4b02e7a705bf6cc
· Hungarian invention that means blind and visually impaired people will be able to read printed text by using a smartphone app that transforms text into Braille. https://hungarytoday.hu/gloveye-hungarian-invention-reading-possible-blind-visually-impaired/
· EastEnders June Brown is suffering from macula degeneration: article about the impact that MD has on a person: https://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-6892547/EastEnders-star-June-Brown-reveals-going-blind.html
· Experimental drug may be more effective at fighting vision loss than previously thought: In studies with lab-grown human cells and in mice, Johns Hopkins Medicine researchers have found that an experimental drug may be twice as good at fighting vision loss as previously thought. The new research shows that the compound, named AXT107, stops abnormal blood vessels in the eye from leaking vision-blocking fluids. These results build on previous research that showed the same compound stopped the growth of abnormal vessels in animal studies of the blinding disease diabetic macular edema and wet age-related macular degeneration. Full details https://www.technologynetworks.com/tn/news/experimental-drug-delivers-one-two-punch-to-vision-loss-318051
· New step towards curing blindness: Scientists from the University of Surrey and the Indiana University School of Medicine believe they could have the answer to treating several causes of blindness, according to a ground-breaking new study. The researchers have found and tested compounds from a group of plants that could possibly be used to treat the causes of degenerative eye diseases, such as proliferative diabetic retinopathy. https://businesstech.co.za/news/lifestyle/311194/scientists-take-big-steps-towards-curing-blindness/
· Improving web accessibility: detailed tips for making a website more accessible to people with visual and motor impairments: https://learn.g2crowd.com/how-to-improve-web-accessibility
· Research raises hope of eye-disease treatment: Researchers have made findings which could help lead to new treatments for sight-threatening eye disease. Full details https://www.getreading.co.uk/news/uk-world-news/research-raises-hopes-eye-disease-16067382
· Gatwick trials more services for blind passengers: “blind and visually impaired passengers at Gatwick can now receive 24/7 guidance through the airport from trained agents by using the camera on the mobile phone. The free, on-demand service can be accessed via the Aira app on a smart phone. Users will be put through to an agent, who will use live footage from the camera on the passenger’s mobile phone to guide them through the airport, help them read documents and flight information, shop, or find their bag on the luggage carousel. Once downloaded, the Aira app can also be used to get up-to-date information on the passenger’s individual journey plans such as flight details and onward connections, or to read menus in restaurants, as well as prices and offers in shops”. https://buyingbusinesstravel.com/news/2530178-gatwick-trials-mobile-assistance-blind-passengers 
· New guide to assistive technology: “’Vital Tech’ is a website which seeks to be an impartial, straightforward guide through the world of assistive technology in the UK. The site, supported by Thomas Pocklington Trust, provides an overview of products and resources which blind and partially sighted people may find useful in daily life. It has been developed by blind and partially sighted people, for blind and partially sighted people”. https://www.pocklington-trust.org.uk/vital-tech-the-new-impartial-guide-to-assistive-technology/
· Blind and deaf Universal Credit claimants ‘humiliated by benefits bosses’: in Scotland some blind people without access to the internet had been advised to fill in universal credit applications at their library  https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/politics/blind-deaf-universal-credit-claimants-14442978
Share The Vision is a partnership of UK libraries and library organisations that work together to improve the accessibility of library services for blind and other print disabled people.

More information is available from the Chair, Mark McCree,  mark.mccree@blackpool.gov.uk or 01253 478010. Contributions for the bulletin can be sent to Mark Freeman at mark.freeman@stockton.gov.uk
Bulletin No 265 May, 2019








1
3

