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In order that the links in this bulletin are accessible, they are listed in full at the end of each summary. 
News: 

Libraries: 

· In praise of public libraries: detailed US article about the impact of a public library. https://www.nybooks.com/articles/2019/04/18/in-praise-of-public-libraries/
· A look at the wider cultural role of libraries in Manchester: “Some of the changes in public services over the past decade have made exploring the link between libraries and culture more fertile. These include libraries coming under Arts Council England’s remit, a greater understanding of the role of libraries as community hubs, and the growing imperative for publicly funded arts and heritage to activate their civic role and effect a step-change around diversity and reach”.  
Further details: https://www.artsprofessional.co.uk/magazine/article/bringing-libraries-life
· New film ‘The Public’ explores how libraries can help the homeless: “Librarians will tell you that the library is more than a place to borrow the latest Gillian Flynn thriller – you can get internet access, try out new tech, even learn a new skill. But for the homeless population, libraries have also been a refuge from brutal weather and dangerous streets. In his new film “The Public,” writer, director and actor Emilio Estevez explores what happens when a cold snap hits Cincinnati and a downtown library’s homeless patrons refuse to leave”. https://news.wttw.com/2019/03/27/the-public-movie-rhymefest-emilio-estevez 
· British pubs can operate as post offices and libraries: “Launched in 2001, Pub Is the Hub is a not-for-profit organization that works with pubs that are “thinking of broadening their services.” Since 2013, the group has received government funding for its efforts — over £500,000 in total — including an additional £188,000 announced for 76 new projects in rural pubs across England. Though the exact beneficiaries were not disclosed, the U.K. government did provide the examples of the new projects which include Post Office facilities, grocery stores, libraries, and children’s play areas”  https://www.foodandwine.com/news/british-pubs-libraries-post-offices
· British Library planning Leeds branch: “The British Library has embarked upon “ambitious” plans to open a branch in Leeds as part of a drive to expand the organisation’s activities in the north of England”. 
Full details: https://www.theguardian.com/books/2019/mar/25/british-library-planning-leeds-branch-with-boston-spa-upgrade
· Digital inclusion charity criticizes public computer cuts: The Good Things Foundation says that the latest figures detailing cuts to public computer access are of huge concern: https://www.charitydigitalnews.co.uk/2019/03/19/digital-inclusion-charity-criticises-public-computer-cuts/
Sight, vision and disability issues:

· Poor diet can affect macula degeneration patients: “According to a recent research, unhealthy diet could result in eye diseases. Dr. Ratnayaka, a lecturer in in Vision Sciences at the University of Southampton. Unhealthy diet contains cholesterol and high fat that could lead to vision loss. She explained how poor nutrition could damage retinal pigment epithelial (RPE) cells in eye. In addition, she also disclosed a novel treatment route, in which these cells can be rescued before an age-related macular degeneration (AMD) disease develops”. Further details here: https://tmrresearchblog.com/poor-nutritional-intake-can-rob-vision-of-amd-patients/
· Nystagmus, a condition suffered by Richard Osman, is highlighted: https://www.express.co.uk/life-style/health/1104040/richard-osman-health-pointless-glasses-eyes-eyesight-nystagmus
· Australia – new national programme to curb rates of preventable blindness in 1.3m residents: “Around 630,000 Australians with diabetes are at risk of vision loss or blindness because they aren’t having their eyes checked regularly. Diabetes Australia CEO Professor Greg Johnson said diabetes was a leading cause of preventable blindness in working age Australians, yet with regular eye checks, most vision loss was preventable. Professor Johnson was speaking today (Sunday March 24) at the launch of a new national campaign about the risk of eye damage and blindness caused by diabetes. He urged people with diabetes to sign up to KeepSight – a new national diabetes eye screening program designed to make it easier for people to remember to have regular eye checks”. https://www.miragenews.com/new-national-program-to-curb-rates-of-preventable-blindness-in-13-million-australians/
· RNIB resources help employers support blind staff: “The Royal National Institute of Blind People (RNIB) has launched a programme of resources to help employers support blind and partially sighted staff. Resources include webinars, good practice toolkits, blogs and guides for making changes. It also includes a RNIB Workplace Accessibility Health Check, for employers to assess their knowledge of reasonable adjustments that can be made to help those with sight loss do their job”. https://www.charitydigitalnews.co.uk/2019/03/21/rnib-resources-help-employers-support-blind-staff/
Share The Vision is a partnership of UK libraries and library organisations that work together to improve the accessibility of library services for blind and other print disabled people.

More information is available from the Chair, Mark McCree,  mark.mccree@blackpool.gov.uk or 01253 478010. Contributions for the bulletin can be sent to Mark Freeman at mark.freeman@stockton.gov.uk
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