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In order that the links in this bulletin are accessible, they will now be listed in full at the end of each summary. 
News: 

Libraries: 
· Society of Authors dispute: “In 2005, the Authors Guild, a professional advocacy organization for writers, filed suit against Google, which, in 2002, had quietly begun scanning copies of books for its Google Books project, aiming to build a universal library. Authors and publishers complained, citing the vast potential for lost sales”. Last week, the Society of Authors, a massive trade union in the UK for authors, asked the Internet Archive, purveyor of the Wayback Machine, to stop providing scanned books to users of its Open Library in the UK”. https://www.forbes.com/sites/ellenduffer/2019/01/27/the-open-library-faces-the-society-of-authors/#bb38b414e36c 
· Library funding cuts deny people the joy of reading for pleasure: Cressida Cowell: “I’ve been an Ambassador for the National Literacy Trust for over a decade and I know that study after study has shown over the years that one of the two key factors in a kid’s later economic and educational success is reading for PLEASURE. I put that in capitals because it is so important. Reading widely for the JOY of it, not because you have to”.

“This is a statistic that cuts across all social classes, so it ought to be encouraging. It ought to mean that whatever economic background you come from, you still have the same chance to become a reader for pleasure as anyone else. That is the function that public and school libraries used to fulfil, making sure that children from less well-off backgrounds still had a chance to become readers for pleasure”.

“However, all across the UK, libraries are closing on high streets, and in schools, and this will have an inevitable effect on social mobility in this country”.

“A society in which social mobility is not possible, is an unhappy society”.

“So we need to address the problems of library closure in schools and on the high street as a matter of urgent priority. (It’s worth adding too that given the creative industries‘ immense contribution to the economy, cuts like those revealed today are effectively cutting off the prosperity of our own future. It’s very unconnected thinking.)”  Full details here: https://www.independent.co.uk/voices/libraries-funding-museums-cuts-cressida-cowell-how-to-train-your-dragon-a8746431.html 

· Council funds for Libraries, museums and galleries cut by nearly £400m over eight years: https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/libraries-museums-arts-galleries-funding-recourses-county-council-network-cnn-social-care-a8741271.html Related article here: https://www.bigissue.com/latest/funding-for-libraries-down-40-as-cities-hit-are-hardest-by-austerity/ 
· Britain’s public library system is on the brink of collapse: article on the cumulative effect of cuts on library services in the UK. https://www.nationalheraldindia.com/international/london-diary-libraries-collapsing-intolerant-brexiteers-moral-code-for-writers-and-more-from-uk 
· Arts Council England takes over Libraries Taskforce: “Arts Council England (ACE) has taken on the work of the Libraries Taskforce until March 2020, as part of its remit as the development agency for libraries. However no further funding for the Taskforce has been allocated after that point”.  https://www.thebookseller.com/news/ace-takes-work-dcms-libraries-taskforce-935246 Also: https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/supporting-libraries 
Sight, vision and disability issues:

· New technology helps those with sight loss t retain independence: “A brand-new TV Box home entertainment system from specialist software/hardware company Synapptic was one of the stars of the Assistive Technology show at N-Vision, the Blackpool Fylde and Wyre Society for the Blind”. Full details here: https://www.blackpoolgazette.co.uk/news/new-technology-helps-those-with-sight-loss-retain-independence-1-9548924 

· Canada: program to distribute used smartphones to individuals with visual impairments. Full details https://www.westmanjournal.com/news/local-news/cnib-phone-it-forward-brings-tech-to-the-blind-1.23606937 
· Canada: call for more access to digital books: “Canadian public libraries say multinational publishers are not making best-selling titles in e-book or e-audiobook formats available to them just as demand is skyrocketing. When the digital forms are made are available, the libraries say prices are excessively high and purchasing models are excessively restrictive. The situation jeopardizes libraries’ ability to provide universal access to content in all its forms including for those who may not be able to visit a library or read print materials due to illness or disability”. http://www.rcinet.ca/en/2019/01/14/canada-ebooks-eaudiobooks-library-council-canada-publishers/ 
· Glaucoma Awareness Month: New techs and trends for eye condition treatment: “Eye drops, contact lenses and pills are some of the traditional glaucoma treatments offered by doctors – but a wave of new tech are innovating eye care. January marks the National Glaucoma Awareness month, which aims to highlight the treatments available and the adverse effects if glaucoma is ignored. The common eye condition is the second cause of irreversible blindness in the world, leading developers of medical devices and systems to come up with new tech solutions for patients”. Full details here: https://www.compelo.com/medical-devices/news/glaucoma-treatments-tech/ 

· Blackboard Ally – turning written documents into Braille, mp3 and other accessible formats: “Lecturers and students now have access to the award-winning software Blackboard Ally, which can turn written documents into downloadable electronic Braille, mp3 audio files and other accessible formats. When you next log on to your Moodle course you may see an arrow icon appear next to uploaded digital content (material such as Word documents, PowerPoint presentations and pdf files). Ally provides two quite different functions: one is student-focused, the other is lecturer-focused”.
http://uopnews.port.ac.uk/2019/01/17/blackboard-ally-turning-written-documents-into-braille-mp3-and-other-accessible-formats-2/?_ga=2.262484044.1956459148.1547741315-243615709.1530613794 

· Domino’s Pizza app must be accessible to blind people: “Domino's Pizza has been told its website and app must be made fully accessible to blind people, after losing a legal case in the US. It follows a complaint from a blind customer who said he first struggled to change toppings and then was unable to complete a pizza's purchase using the company's iPhone app. The plaintiff's case was initially dismissed in 2017 but was successful on appeal. It may now set a precedent for others”. https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-46894463 
· Blindness prevented in animal models of age-related macular degeneration: “Using a novel patient-specific stem cell-based therapy, researchers prevented blindness in animal models of geographic atrophy, the advanced 'dry' form of age-related macular degeneration (AMD), which is a leading cause of vision loss among people age 65 and older. The protocols established by the animal study set the stage for a first-in-human clinical trial testing the therapy in people with geographic atrophy, for which there is currently no treatment”. https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2019/01/190116140623.htm 
· Transplanting stem cells from donors’ eyes could ‘cure blindness’: “Stem cell transplants could offer hope of a cure for blindness after a trial showed the procedure improved the sight of patients with severely poor vision in just 18 months. A study of 16 people with limbal stem cell deficiency – which affects around 1,800 people in England – found transplanting stem cells from the corneas of deceased donors helped improved the patients' vision. Scientists found it also reduced pain in the patients and made activities like reading easier”. Further details: https://www.dailymail.co.uk/health/article-6640811/Transplanting-stem-cells-donors-eyes-cure-blindness.html Also related article here: https://www.technologynetworks.com/biopharma/news/stem-cell-transplant-for-vision-impairment-condition-safe-and-feasible-314672 
Share The Vision is a partnership of UK libraries and library organisations that work together to improve the accessibility of library services for blind and other print disabled people. 

More information is available from the Chair, Mark McCree, mark.mccree@blackpool.gov.uk or 01253 478010. Contributions for the bulletin can be sent to Mark at the email address above.  
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