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In order that the links in this bulletin are accessible, they will now be listed in full at the end of each summary. 
News: 

Libraries: 

· Bradford Libraries: “Libraries budget to be cut by 65% over two years. In the 2019/20 financial year Bradford Council plans to cut around £950,000 from its libraries budget. The following year a further £1,050,000 is expected to be slashed from the budget”.
https://www.thetelegraphandargus.co.uk/news/17357394.libraries-budget-to-be-cut-by-65-per-cent-over-two-years/ 
· Cost-cutting that is running down the UK library service: https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2019/jan/13/vandals-destroying-libraries-should-have-book-thrown-at-them 

· 5,000 volunteers keeping libraries open after £300m cuts take toll: https://www.express.co.uk/news/uk/1068942/volunteers-libraries-300-million-cuts-government 
Sight, vision and disability issues:

· Celebrating History of Place: looking to the future
Final project report: “History of Place was a landmark project funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund that revealed the presence and place of disabled people in relation to the built environment. These stories were told through the authentic voices of deaf and disabled people who founded, attended, visited and influenced building design and use from the Middle Ages to the present day.”
http://historyof.place/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/HOP_CelebratonDoc_Singlepages1.pdf.
NB The report is very large (49 Mb) – there is a brief summary at: http://historyof.place/to-boldly-go-where-not-many-cultural-projects-have-gone-before/.
(Source: email from History of Place, 14 Jan 2019)
 
There is also more info about the project at: http://historyof.place/.
 
Also published are two toolkits:
 
Accessible exhibitions for all: a guide to co-designing exhibitions with disabled people – 2018 toolkit, http://historyof.place/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/HOP_TK_Design_Exhibs_Final_PRINT.pdf
 
Engaging deaf and disabled young people with heritage – 2018 toolkit, http://historyof.place/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/HOP_TK_Design_YoungPeople__Final_PRINT.pdf
· How immersive technology helps with healthcare: “Immersive technology is ​increasingly being deployed in various fields other than electronic games and entertainment. Take medicine for example, where Singapore start-up BetaSight is using virtual reality (VR) headsets to make the diagnosis of glaucoma easier”. 
http://www.theedgemarkets.com/article/how-immersive-technology-could-drive-future-healthcare 

· Braille e-reader: “A British company plans to launch a Braille e-reader for blind people this year that should greatly enhance their reading experience and spare them from lugging around hefty print volumes”. Read more at:
//economictimes.indiatimes.com/articleshow/67526605.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
Also details of the Orbit Reader 20 for Braille: https://www.aop.org.uk/ot/science-and-vision/technology/2018/12/28/the-world-at-your-fingertips 
· The United Nations has estimated that about 39m people are blind globally: “Around the world, 39 million people are blind, and another 253 million have some sort of vision impairment. For them, Braille provides a tactical representation of alphabetic and numerical symbols so blind and partially-sighted people are able to read the same books and periodicals printed as are available in standard text form.’’

Read more at: https://www.vanguardngr.com/2019/01/39m-people-blind-globally-un/ 
· How technology is transforming the lives of those with sight loss: “Many people would not think twice about checking the oven is at the right temperature or making sure that a shirt and tie do not clash. But these everyday scenarios can prove challenging for people living with sight loss”

.

“This is where Danish entrepreneur Hans Jorgen Wiberg had a light bulb moment.

Mr Wiberg, who has retinitis pigmentosa, wondered what would happen if he enabled blind and partially sighted people to “borrow” the eyes of sighted volunteers for short amounts of time using smartphone technology”.

“I didn’t see this solution anywhere, so I thought, ‘I will have to make it myself’,” he told OT.

The resulting Be My Eyes technology turns on a smartphone’s camera, microphone and speaker to link a user with sighted volunteers who help with simple tasks such as checking the expiry date on a milk carton”

.

“Following its launch three years ago, more than 104,000 blind and partially sighted people have signed up to use Be My Eyes, alongside 1.8 million volunteers around the globe who speak 180 different languages. Of these volunteers, 84,000 are based in the UK”. https://www.aop.org.uk/ot/science-and-vision/technology/2019/01/02/pocket-perfection-how-technology-is-transforming-the-lives-of-those-with-sight-loss 

· 5 Medical innovations that may help cure blindness: 5 medical advancements that help to prevent, reverse, or even cure blindness https://interestingengineering.com/5-medical-innovations-that-may-help-cure-blindness 
Share The Vision is a partnership of UK libraries and library organisations that work together to improve the accessibility of library services for blind and other print disabled people. 

More information is available from the Chair, Mark McCree, mark.mccree@blackpool.gov.uk or 01253 478010. Contributions for the bulletin can be sent to Mark at the email address above.  
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